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almost incredible. Vast stables full of horses accompanied
the emperor on every march. Elephants carried the in-
numerable ladies of his seraglio. Hundreds of cages con-
taining every kind of bird and animal from ostriches and
hawks to tigers and hunting cheetahs followed him to
every camp. The canvas walls outside the royal tents
were 1200 yards in circumference. Inside hung in profu-
sion Persian carpets and tapestries, Chinese silks, Indian
muslins, and cloth of gold, European satins, velvets and
broadcloth. The privacy of his sanami was as complete as
in the Delhi fort, while the ceremonial observed in the
camp was the same ao I'll a. L of the Diwan-i-Aam and the
Diwan-i-Klias. In the midst of this pomp and splendour
moved the grim and austere figure of the emperor. His
personal expenditure cost the state not a single farthing.
An old Islamic legend exists that once King Dimd was
vouchsafed a vision of an angel of the Lord and humbly
expressed the hope that his government of Israel was
pleasing in the eyes of his divine Master. The angel
answered that it was, save in one particular. The king
implored forgiveness for his single deficiency and begged
to be informed of it, "King David," said the angel, "the
Lord is not pleased with you because instead of earning
money for your own use, you defray your expenses from
the State treasury". The king repented of his error and
corrected it. From that time onwards he paid for his food
by working in his leisure momenta as a blacksmith. Bear-
ing in mind the angelic rebuke, Aurangzib met his personal
expenses by embroidering caps in his leisure moments.
These he sold at a moderate price to the nobles of his
court and spent the sum realised on the purchase of hifc
food. The balance, if any, he distributed in charity*,

* Musulraan blacksmiths still coll themselves sometimes DandkhnmB or followers
of King David.